
 
 
 
 
Format, Brackets & Seeding 
 
MADNESS TOURNAMENTS 
 
The standard format for MADNESS tournaments is a "bottom-up" 
single elimination (SE) format.  
 
NOTE: Beginning in 2020, the four teams that lose the first game they 
play in the SUPER 8 tournament shall drop into the MADNESS 
tournament (same age level) and shall be seeded to play each other 
until one survivor is left. That survivor will play the lone survivor from 
the MADNESS only teams for the over MADNESS Championship. 
 
NOTE: Other formats and modifications can be employed at the 
discretion of the tournament directors. 
 
Byes and pairings will be determined as follows: 
 
(a) Higher ranked teams will get a BYE in R1 and the highest ranked 
teams may get an additional BYE in R2. 
 
NOTE: This format provides the lowest ranked teams with more 
competitive pairings in R1 and R2 vis a vis the more commonly used 
"overall hi vs lo seed" pairing method. 
 
(b) The highest seeded teams that begin in R2 will play a winner from 
R1 whenever possible. Any remaining teams that begin play in R2 will 
play each other in accordance with their relative seeding. 
 
(c) Similarly, the highest seeded teams that begin in R3 will play a 
winner from R2, whenever possible. 
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All teams shall be seeded and placed in brackets prior to the start of 
the tournament. All winners shall advance to the next round as 
predetermined by the brackets.   
 
The official website Standings (labeled MADNESS) from 10 days 
before the start of the tournament, along with other considerations, 
shall be used to “seed” the tournament.  
 
Seeds are usually determined on the Tuesday before the Tuesday 
before the start of the tournament so don't delay entering the results 
from your immediately preceding games. 
 
To see where your team is currently ranked go to League Standings –
select your age division and MADNESS! 


